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Gentlemen Ae Neighbours, OILY 


AurHG UN y Health will not permit 


me to live amongſt Vou, yet, u 
ee my Duty | 

to write unto You ps eſpecial n theſe 
troubleſome Times * War bar wih Foreign 
Potentates : 1 
Beſeeching you Al, that with ſincere 
Repentance, and Reformation of Lite, by 
Faſting and Prayer, you would rur ui 
the Lord. _ 

And, to aſſiſt your Devotions i in the Per- 
formance of ſo rang ey Duty, is the 
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io, and what Sin, and Fir ka 
Events, his Prophecy was con- 
| cern'd in (fince; he has no- Where expreſly 

told us), lnterpraters have been divided in 
their Opinions: Nor ſhall I ſpend your 
Time, in reconciling their different Judg- 


ments. 
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This is certain, "be hs State and Con- 


| dition of thoſe Times was extremely ſad. 

ot l De y calamitous, as is plain from 
thoſe full Deſcriptions in the Firſt Chapter. 

It is evident likewiſe; that the Fews ex- 

more dreadful and troubleſome Days 

om a foreign Invaſion, which was break - 

ing in ch gn them, as is here r 1 

B 


old; when with high and bofty Hyper- 


the dun aud the Moon ea be. dark, 4 


of the n 8 


25 
all thoſe Horrors a can either appall or 


"terrify; is painted in the moſt tragical Co- 
lours, and with ſuch a kind of Oratory, 


and ſuch Strains, as the Prophets uſed of 


boles they would foretel the utter Ruin of 
a People. 

Thus, Verſe o.' 'The: Earth ſhall quake 
before them, and the Heavens ſhall tremble ; 


rhe Stars. ſhall withdraw their Shing 

-And, 12 the very Thouglits i this Ror- | 
rible Confuſion, leſt the Apprehenſions of 
ſuch amazing Danger, leſt the Nearneſs 
of its Approach, ſhould overwhelm. their 
Spirits, and make them languiſh, faint, ag 
die into Deſpair ; God does by by the Pro 
eh ſhew them, ho they might fs 4 

is Anger, and Ray his flaming Sword from 
the ſpeedy. Execution of Vengeance: And 
the Directions are laid down 1 in the Words 


Therefore alſo New "Gb bo Lord Tar: Te 
even to me with all your” Heart, and with 
Faſting, Weeping, and Mourning. 

Which Words 1 (hall fully explain; and 
then deduce ſome eee Inferences fron 
them, 


p tt, * 


And, Fi, 1 that Palle What h . + 
to turn unto God, > 
is Now, 


Nah, elt, in ke ficred and. prophetic 
Ae thoſe 2 be faid to turn unto God, 
who, 


ad tevolted from him, and 
xecame 1dolaters, were ſenſible of their Er- 
ror, and returned to the true GG. 
"Gr, ar dealt, ble ey be fald 10 turn 

unto him, who, having from their very In- 

fancy taken in dhe, Superſtitions of wel 
Fathers, together with their Education, and 
been "nouriſhed and brought up under 
ſuch Prejudices, as have been confirmed by 
Cuſtom, and gathered Strength with Age, 
ſhall yet, upon Wiſe and juſt Matives, change 
this unreaſonable” Religion, for ons thar i 
recommended by more ſober Arguments 
than A bare. Education'can ptetend to: And 
this, in the ordinary and common Expreſ- 
ſion, is call'd Converſion, or the Turning of 


a. Man's Religio | 


[4 


after they 


became 1dvlaters. 


For thoſe that have a ſound and an 
orthodox Faith in God; thoſe that honour 
God with all the poſſible Teſtimonies of 
an inward and an outward Reverence; 
thoſe that draw nigh unto him with a Love 
full of Awe, but without flaviſh Fear; 
thoſe that receive him into their Hearts and 
'Sonls, by delighting to meditate upon his 
"Nature, and obey his Commands 
© Theſe are faid, in Scripture-Phraſe, to 
cleave faſt to God; to be (as it were) cloſe- 
ly united to the Divine Nature; to draw 

B 2 nigh 


* 
as 


* the true Religion, and Fe phi 


© * forſake their God; to deny b 2 x * 
him; to commit ſpiritual Whoreds 

| turn their Backs upon him. 

, OY turning 
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aun to he one with him; to be 


Is ple; he wh 1 2 
nd on the other hand, tho 
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ſtitious and idolatrous, Reb, are BA te 


This then is the firſt Notion 
175 God ; namely, the quitting of Th 


ry. and Su tion, and ow an 
worhippin 155 true God. 4 9 


Thoſe may be fajd to turn 
unto 5 80. that are Een from Wake, 
neſs to Piety; from Injuſtice, to R 42 
neſs ; from a refractory ſtubborn Temper, 
to a yielding and. obedient Bios ; 


from, impure and filthy Manners, to halle 
and clean Habits. 


Theſe:are call'd the Freuds cf God: 

And this Turning does imply Re rs 
F Life and anners ;: 

And the Scripture does in er Places 
prove our Obedience to God's Flag au 
to be the certain neceſſary Fruits 
being turned unto God. 

Thus, Deut. xxx. 2. Ka unto 


the Lord is explained by obeying his Voice: 
And in the lvth of 1/azah, Verſe 7. Let the 
| Wicked forjake his Way, and the e 
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r Tn Works, that they purned 
"Rat Deed le s of of hire, Þ Danis 


„A my | £4ce une 
22 zi e gl lice 
i Fo ns eee 

verſy 
9 8 e that 

the Two rmer e 

ha 1 fav e thoſe, be, firſt ly: wg 2 
ti ache if e en 
| —_— a public 
2 Wia pe 155 a —— L 
For it. is evident from the Sacred Hi 
tory, that, the Jews in that Age had re- 
volted from the Religion which Moſes, had 
| preſcribed, them ; and were fondly 2 55 


* ee of the Heath 25 


"in 


ES 0 76 5 


| 
hey were pleaſed with the Cuſtome 6f 
_ the” 22 how vile and baſe ſoever: 
They affected their cruel and bloody Sa- 
Erifices, their fooliſh" and obſdene Rites; 
and, out of a wild Zeal, they became cont 
e to theft wietehed Manners; which 
Were ſo much below the'Dighity of the 
man ne that the Bebit Nlmed on 
Furpbſe to have invented chem, to betruy 
wary Squls: For it is the higheſt Luxury 
FH V at once to abuſe and eller ang 
then · to ſcorn and defide' Mankind. 
ein the mean tithe; that Law which ws 
delivered by. Angels, that Taw which 
God himſelf gave the People from Mount 
$9147, "was neglected and iſhſed, and 3 
NY quite forgot; whilſt" there was 
9 55 e of Darkneſs,” thicker than that of 
0 a black impenetrable Claud covered 
the People: They were ignorant: 
They were Huge e he delicate 
Softneſs of the Effemigate; the Profule- 
nefs of the Luxurious; the Mfgtiablenefs of 
the Covetous; and, the natural Offspring 
of theſe Vices, outrageous Cruelty; the 
heavieft Oppreſſion; the moſt execrablePerfi- 
diouſneſs ; all Kinds and Degrees of Wicked- 
neſs ; ; made up the Character of the Nation. 
And theſe. Sins cry'd aloud for Ven- 
geance; forged the Thunderbolts.; and 
compelled 


47) 


compelled. the God of Recompence 40 his 
hrange | 1 hy the, Prophet r * 
Execution of his Judgments. ..-... 
+; And. Woe» be to the, Inhat i | 
the. Earth; ben Gad is angry! Wh. 
can; wreſtle; with the e 6 lap | 
in Oppoſition to the Great: rem 
— by World is but as Stubble, 
this conſuming Fire: The Day of A 
is great, and very an and who can 
abide it? © 40 "A Wil 
hen tons allo now, en che Lord, 
Turn ye unto me, i, you would prevent theſe. 
Fudgments'; change | your... wicked. 9 ; 
amend. your Lives; and, as qe bave * | 
licly imitated the Ceremoni 7 the... 
then, % give ſame public Teſſimony 0 2 
Sorrow : Turn * unto me wc I your | 
Hearts....,,. .. " 
And this 8 muſt 2 attended 
with Faſting, Weeping, and Mourning : : 
Which needs no laborious Explanation, . 

1" Faſting, nothing leſs is meant, than 
ious ot bſtinence, for ſome time, 

| 8 e Kinds and Quantity of our Diet. 
And for this no Rules can exactiy be 
laid down; ſince Mens Conſtitutions are 
vaſtly different: Some can faſt with Eaſe, 
others cannot do it: The only ſure Me- 
thod Is to meaſure our Faſt, by i its pro- 
28 moting 


-# | i | 
= 40 
18 | + x otir Devotioris; and bete it bath 
= | 17 85 . rr Faſt. 
1 | By Weeping and Men as. 
oF _ wadly eſs theit inward Senn ents 
3 yo eters Cp 
5 the received Cuſtom "of che World. Fes, 
1 Y ; 
2h | when a dead Weight hangs heavily upon | 
1 the Soul, W eee 
1 1 of Tears, 8 
1 . 
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Naw, Seek Toi * by with 
reference to the Context, I deduce theſe 
Three general Heads — 9 Diſcourſt: 

Hr, That, to n- Indigna- 
tion, and avert” his We othing 
cari be more effectual, weep Kies Re. 
pentance, and an hearty (intire) Refors 
mation bf our Lives and Manners: © 

And, tho' this might be denn by 
great Variety of Teſtimonies EA Exam- 
— from the Scripture; ſince the Pro- 

ets by their awakening Threatenings, 

"thei loud Complaints, by their warm 
pathetical Exhortations, had only one 
main End to carry on; which was eithet 
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to fright, or fade. and move, Men to 
Spartans ; > - 

8 * an wholly paſs: th thoſe well- 
known Inſtances, and endeavour to 


my Aſſertion, by Rational Arguments. © * 
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- Who V there, that; Aubing 
Plague of his own Heart; 1 9 9 
abundantly Cocos ef His Wicke Line; 
vas nent! whit Ml 
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„ and anjullly; and | 
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God, in Wm "be lives und moves 1 
b 9218 284 90 * 

* e Ac dull y reflects upon 

that Goodnes whith* W ahuſed, 
vpon chat Fer which he-hath provoked 

Whois chere that can” deliberately 150 | 
ditate upon his o. "Tranſgrefſions7 ds 


heinous 
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-ontrite ? He hath pro 
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from the yiith Ohapua of Zetia, Ver: 
9. where you hear of the Faſt of the 
Fourh 1 the Faſt of the Fifth 
1 5 and the Faſt. of the Seventh, and 
| of the Tenth Month. 

| "The Occation:of.theſe Fails was dh pe 
ſerve. Fea Remembrance of the Tables 
O f the Law, that Were. broken; of the Si 
of, their Imperial * ee of te 


Tem ple, that was burnt to the Greund; 
and of the treacherqus Murder of Gedaliab, 
Who was barbarouſiy wy * e Je- 
remiab xli. Ver. l be 

i... Thele, were the; Oman "cndicary Faſta 
that were. obſerved, of old; and to this 
Day are obſerved by the modern Jews: . 

Beſides theſe, they had their extraordi- 
nary ones; ſuch were Pole of the Iſraelites, 
19 1 . a N had ſlain ſo many of 

m in Battle, u 26. They 
_ {at before fr. and 17 * 

o Even. Such was that of King 
1050 4 hat, When he dreaded the Incur- 
Chron. XX, earc ſet. bin 2 

90 "fret the 1275 0 be Feline a Faſt 
throughout Judah, 

Such likewiſe Was that of ' when 
he was about the great Work of Reforma- 
tion; when he Was to re 


22 build a . 
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Examples of SEE 
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upon to be more devout than th 
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Fro bees i is 
4 gy prom Ire 


(every Wedneſday and Friday) — 
3 Chriſtians took its Ori _ 

is almoſt as antlent as the Apo 
E 1 


It is Wente sed as withe ah wal inten 
in Tertullian's Time, who was the firſt of 
all the Dutin Fathers und tis infiſted'on 
by Clemens Alexondrimis amongſt the 
Greeks. * N YA 
Now, Fyeu phate to confider the 
and Advantages of Fafting : Firſt, This 
doth naturally afflict and humble the Soul: 
Hence the Royal Pſaln:#confeffes of him 
ſelf, Pham 5xxv.-17. As for me, 1 my Clothing 
was Sackloth, I humbled my Soul with Faſt: 125 a 
Bat, as'a late Divine i 
himſelf upon this e 5 ee 
(fays he) «the Soul that dwells in 125 


cc « and 


60 1 —— — 28. 7 — 
« are choake and ſtifled ; 8 


Far ſet a Man —— to — never i 
virtuous, yet, except he doth as well pro- 


ſecute the Means, 2 nd, 
he ſhall never reach his De | 
For whilſt I furniſh my | Table with the 
maſt exquiſite. Yagi -whilſt I train 
my 12 to careſs my Appetite; 1 
am ſo far from ſtriving againſt, that I am 
dieting myſelf for, the moſt dangerous 
Teuer dena! 
But Faſting ſubdues the outrageous Paſ- 
Gone, {puts à Bit and Bridle upon the 
Beaſt within us] ; ſcatters all the groſs 
Fumes that cloud the Underſtanding ; and 
dath at once both clear the Head, and fill 
it with lower Th of ourſelves: It 
enables us to 5 our -own Unworthineſsz. 
h Second y, F Prepares L for iritual 
ſures that are at God's Right Hand: It 
breaks aſunder thoſe Bonds that tied and 
fettered us ta this ſenſual 
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> OS. 
Ie ſets che:Sool ˖ Ao ge it 
(as it were) . Heaven,” by removing 
thoſe. dl Weights that every A of In- 


temperance lays upon us. 
But 


Faſt — not do this: For Nature muſt 


yet, to prevent Miſtakes, an Aurife 


have its Neceſſaries; and, whilſt we deny 
it Superfluities, we muſt not x proterd N82 be 


more than Men. IRS "TH 


For, how often de we „ 1 dre, 
— hen we would therefore faſt 
that we might be more devot? Whilk 
Nature importunately recoils upon us; 
And, if we are obſtinate in denying her, 
we may perhaps raiſe ſtrong hypochondria- 
cal Vapours; we may ſwell with Empti- 
neſs, but ſhall be unfit for _ _ * 
Devotion. . 

We ſhould be temperate. at al times; ; 


but, upon this ſolemn Occaſion, we 


ſhould revenge the Jollities, and Feſtivals, 
of the paſt Year, by Mortifications, and 
Self-denials; but ſtill with ſuch a Regard 
to our Conſtitutions, that we _ not 
the good Work by overdoing it. 
Th hat Faſt, and that alone, is acceptable 


to God, which ſtrengthens the Soul, and 


makes it more active and vigorous in Its 
Devotions. 


1 or, 2hirdiy, Our alt have a mighty In- 
fluence 


(21) 


fluence upon ourPrayers ; whit they v 
* draw our Minds A5 ſenſull Pleaſures: F or 
ſuch is the nimble deſultory Motion of the 
Fancy, ſoquick is the Imagination, that, even 
when we would be ſerious, we are roving 
upon the little Vanities of a pleaſant Con- 
verſation: We are to . our 
Thoughts with ſomething that happened to 
ourſelves, or the Company: And theſe 
Fouls (like thoſe upon Abrabam's Car- 
caſes) light down upon, and interrupt our 
Devotions ;, with this fatal Difference, that 
he drove them away, Gen. xv. 11. 
whereas they prey upon us, and feed 
upon our Hearts. 5 
Prayer and Faſting are the W 
born Twins of pure Religion, and con- 
ſtitute the Character of the truly Devout. 
It is ſaid of Anna the Pr hes nl 
e departed not from the Te t ſerve 
2 Pali and Prayers, Night Lo 
Day, St. Luke ii. 37: 
The devout Cornelius tells us, that he 
KD faſting until the Ninth Hour, and pray- 


ing in his Houſe ; that is, he faſted till | 


our Three of the Clock in the Afternoon; 
for that was their. Ninth Hour: And 
then it was, that a Man ſtood before bim in 
bright e, AQ BIS i 
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((182)) | 
clad in the ſhining Robes. ef 
2 elcer nded and appeared ub 4: Luſtre 
about him. 

Beams were awful, but Al Wind 7 and 
the Love of Heaven was thed upon gy Hi 


thoſe chearful Rays. 0 | 
kept n Sacred 


Phe Faſts, that were 
Order were canferred in the Church, are as | 


old as + Chriſtianity itſelf, As xiv. 


23+ 

They prayed wich Faſting, —_ 3 arr 
dained Men in exery Church; and com- 
r them to the Lord: | 

Ao 0 well affured, that their Faſts had 
a might Pac upon their Prayers: That 
the Flame of their Beton was bright and 
clear, and aſpired with reſtleſs Ardors to the 
Throne of Grace; whilſt the Spirits were br 


fined, and the earthy Mixture 3 


Selling 5 andthe; n formed b. Anger 0 
have any. human Thoughts about them, 
+ Laſtly, Qur Faſts ar are the Cauſes of many 
admirable Graces, Which meet all together, like 
a arious Conſtellation, in thoſe that are thus 
ab emious. | 

They. convince us of our nürmitles and 
fill us with Compaſſion, towards our Brethren: 
For then do * Bowels earn after thoſe that 
want, when, 7 this holy Diſcipline, I have 
chaſtiſed myſel 

They the live ſoftly and delicately, that 
ſtretch themſelves upon their Beds of Ivory, 
and invent to themſelves Inſtruments of Muſie, 
that frolick it in all Excels, are never grieved 


oy the Afflictions of Joſepb. 
But 


(23) 

Bat he that” fals, Hives Minis 
deals his II. tl Mar op covers ' the 85 
Naked with. a ent; he hath a deep Sent 
1 other Mens Calatiiities, and hides not him 


ſelf from his Un Fleſh. © 
And this is ſuch a Faſt, as God bach chöign 


i Bus to find Recompence; for, Then al 


by Light break N ; © 1% Mer ; wid 


15 Health He 
105 ; Heal Bal 0 Bind . 2 — 


Y "he Lok. Hall be thy Reward. Ifaiah I 
er. 3. 
© Then all thy Lis bt 712 in O Rt, 
Darkneſs be as 55 Moon-Aay. 5 Ia 
0 ny), hall guide the beni, Wh 5 
Soul in = and make fat t : 
d thou Batt 55 he a watertd aden, and Nite 
as 2 Waters fl ut. "INE 
tte 11 Piance of this Duty gre us 
Peace and Serenity of Spirit; our and 
Condition, 1n this Lik requifes it; the Tempta- 
477 * which we are expoſed, are avoided 
Ana we have the Pleaſure of mn * 
Worthies of old ; ſuch as Moſes, Danitl, and 
Elias ; and. 0 obeying & the Cortirtiand, 550 
conforming to the xample, of our B 
Lord and Saviour. 
And every good Chrinian will, with St. Paul, 
keep rr ti Jody have it in Subjettion : 
they th af are Chri ” jo orucified the 
with its Ae ions 
And then it is as ſure, _- = are none & 
Chriſt” rüſt's, who have not crucified the Fleſh. 
or 
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or War can they LE Polos 1 


they 1 one Day be owned b 


not, for his Take, faſt ieder oy 


1 ther ck Len led a Liſe of Monifcations” 110 


was a Man of Sorrows, and AN wit 


. gd} 


It iz true, that he ſometimes went to! Fett 
vals: : But, even there, he was exactly tempe- 
rate; and taught us to ve this World, as not 


1 it; and left his great Example” for our 
i128 : 


OEMS 

K. — be arrogant Profihenel in bs ts. 

retend to be able to imitate. him in his Forty 

Days * for that was the Effect of his 

.* nd as true a 4 Miratle bs. Mnf that he 
hay t. r | 


"== yet, ſo far as our Natures Vill allow us; 
we ſhould be temperate in our Meats and 
Drinks; and, if we reſolve never to deny our- 
ſelyes, our Sentence is read in thoſe terrible 
Words of St. Paul, Romans viii. 6. 

'To be carnally minded is Death; Ry is, To 
indulge our brutiſh Senſuality, to mind and 
ſtudy the. Fleſh, will . dreadtully An 


eternal Miſery | 
We ſhould never make a God of our 


Belly, by devoting our Study, our Ties our 


Eſtates, to pleaſe it, 
The Sum of what 1 havr ſia, amounts to 


This. | 


Our Fafts humble and afflict our Souls ; they 


prepare and qualify us for higher and nobler 
and more refined TS: N a 


They 


| (5) 
- 'They promote the Ardors of Devotion; 3 
tend to produce many excellent Graces in us. 

Therefore let us turn unto God, with all our 
Heart, with Faſt ings and Mortifieations. * 

For thoſe ſhall enable us to carry on that 
pleſlec End, and aſſiſt us in turning unto Him. 

And give me Leave to enſorce and drive this 
Home upon you, by all thoſe weighty Conſi- 
deraticas; that uſe to affect nor 22 or Chril⸗- 
tians. U mY 

For if Gratitude can have any: Power over 
us {and *tis moſt . to work upp ingenuous 
Minds)z--- 

I beſeech you, Waden the Mercies of 
God, by the Riches of his (Y bis 
Patiente, Forbearante, and Long: - Suffering, 
tow ard u #vi/er.ahlu' Sihners); that you. preſent- 
your Bodies a living Sacrifice, boly, and acceptable 
unto him ; that you would glorify God in your 
Bodies, and in your Spirits, which are Gad. 

For this is one of the Inferences that the 
Apoſtle draws from the Benefits that we have 
received; Jun are b e with a l Were- 
fore por" God; 11 

If * mportunity of God himſelf. Me ITY, 
lenge any Regard, 7. 5 oft} are we invited! 
How importunately are we ſolicited! How ear · 
neſtly are we courted, t turn unto our God:! 

If we will hear the * ; this was their 
main Errand, to n to turn from all 
their Tranſgreſſions ; ſo that Iniquity- might 
not be their Ruin: Turn ye, turn ye'; Why will 
Je die My will you break through all theſs: 
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an And modly chaſe your. ee. De- | 
run? 2 Z Jett eden Od p13 
The ol is the; Miniſtry: of tha- 
tim and the Publiſhers: of it were want 
dots of Heaven, and uſed all their earneſt 
Endeavours to urn Men frem Darknt/s. er 
and from the Power of Satan unto Ged. 

If Neceſſity can excite our 2 (and ir 
uſes in other Caſes io be a ſtrong tro Gl wink 
Argument), Why do we not turn to | 
all our Hearts? ſince e muſt either do it, or 
it had been good for us, that we had not 04 
born; that we had never ſeen the Light, nor 0 
known What it is to breathe in this World. 

There is an indiſpenſable Neceflity of turꝑi 


and moſt Men are ſo y nced of 
this, that they do not expect a Malbometan Par 
radiſe beyond the Grave ; nor believe that 
their Luſts and Vices ſhall admit them 0 the 
Glories of a heavenly Kingdom. 

But here is the great Deceitfulneſs of Sin 4 
Men that are once engaged in wicked Courſes, 
put the evil Day far from them ; they hope to 
repent, and turn Logo God in the Time of 
their Sickneſs, or in their old Age: By 


which they grant tie neceſſary to be done; 


tho at preſent they have no Inclination to turn 


unto their God. : 
But is any Man alfred, that he ſhall be kick 


before he dies? Or, if 2 be, that he ſhall 


have the Uſe of his Underſtanding, and his 


Memory ? 


— 


(27, 
all. 


Does not the ſeteling of our temporal Af 
fairs. often devout 3 our 
Time, all the little Cæſſations | from Pain ? 
And when, we are reſtleſs and uneaſy, and full 
of Toſſings unto the Dawning of the. Day; 
hen we wiſſ in the Morning; Would God it 
were Evening! and in the Evening, Would God 
it were Morning! when we are equally weary 
of the chearfut Light, and the melancholy 
 Darkoef + 707 1 k 

When our Feleadsrcatulis-gher: BY any Re: 
ſpites and we OY POE a= * 
. 1 

When our Fancids are Wil of Aral Bren- 
Gitear Ramblings, and our fickly Dreams are 
nothing but a wild Heap of confuſtd Images ; 

Are we then fit to repent, when we are un- 
able to think? And can we turn untd God, 
when we cannot tecdlle& our Sins, and wart 
20 Head t fer in Order vefore os th Things 
that We have done. 

Or, if we coul;/ att We xVured, that he 
would - 9 4 our Hate · intended Repentance? 
For cho he hath promiſeti Remiſſion to alt 
that repent; yet he has nb where promiſed 
the Gtace of Repentande to thoſe chat defer it | 


to ſuch an Hour. 
oper  Sedfon” for that 


Nor is old Age 2 pr 3 
which requires the Vigour of our Faculties; 
and few reach to that; or; if they do, oy 
Kill flatter themſelves: with living Jon 


and tho" they are a yet _y wou be 
* before they 9 


E 2 Beſides, 
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 phints +: But his Faculties ure dull and hea 
they are weak and feeble; the Staff, and 


this Duty 3 Did not our Bapt 
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(689) a "ml 
rally attended (rich 


fawn: Infirmities, that che Man is'a K int of 


a living: Hoſpital: He can grvan and figh, 
and = e And others, wich Con 


| 


+ en * Age is gene 


Couch, bring the Man wo Childhood" tern: 
and he is helpleſs, in extreme old" Age, as 
thoſe that are only beginning to live. 
If our own at ſolemn ard 2 and Obliga- 
tions can be powerful enough to hold us to 
iſmal Engagement 
tie us to renounce the World, the Fleth; and 
the Devil? And bat is this, Zut #0 murw unte 
G? Did not our Sacramental Promiſes oblige 
us to amend our Lives, to change bur vieious 
Habits ? And did we not uſe this Day n ſo- 
lemn Prayer? Turn thau us, O Lord, and 
« fo ſhall we be turned: Be favourable; be Ka- 
% vourable, to thy People, that turn unto thee, 
& with Weeping, Faſting, and Praying” 
Either we were in Earneſt, or we were Goe, 
when we thus ſpoke with our Lips; and be 
that is not ſerious at his Prayers, adds the Baſe 
and vile Sin of Hypocriſy to his other heinous 
Guilt: And he that will diflemble with his God, 
that ſearches his Heart, knows his Spirit, and 
underſtands the moſt retired Motions of his 
Soul, is in a deſperate Condition: Ne Salts 
quidem. ip/a' ſervare poteſh. . * 
Salvation itſelf carmot ſave the Man. that 
has Impudence enough to diſſemble with him 


that made him: T here is not (neither indeed 
can 


. 
LO 


113 (029)) 5 
wal e; more heinous Wickedneſs than Hy- 
poeriſy,* 593", CAT n BAD d wie e Bd 
II Cd (which uſes to move the wile 
World) can have an ge Effect upon 
n: we are ſire; that if we, throug 5 | 
it, do mortify the Deeds uf the 5 
all live; If we, that have waſted 0 | 
will return; if we will arte, and go td Hur 
Father 3 be ſands Teadys,” with en Arnd to 
receive uss: * 4 
V Danger an 5 bee 
Soul; —.— is à Place of Torment 8 
where he muſt not only want his Purple, and 
fine Linen, his ſparkling Wines, and Vis tugy: 
rious Diet (his fawning Paraſites, and 
lewd Companions); but, inſtead of eſe, he 
condemned to the moſt exquiſite' Pains'; and 
he that ſwam in Plenty\*cries'out to ruh 
—— Send Lazarus, that he may dip the Tip of 
bis Finger in Mater, and cu my Toud? þ, or 1 © 
am tormeniea: in theſe Flames. wack TY 
Let us, then, ask onrſelves the Propbet's 
Queſtion, e n can lues With: the 
devouring Flames *. Wee cane dwell. er 
laſting Burnings p | 
Let us take the Prophet Tab: . 
Conſider this, and ſhew yourſelves Men : Bring 
it again 1 "Mind. O! ye Tran Net: Act 
lite Creatures e endued with: W and Under- 
ſtanding. 
And let us embrace the wiſe Counſel of the 
Son of Sirach: Say not (lays he) that God's 


Mercy is great, and be will 5 mee for the 
i 8 | Mullitude 


of 
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